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Debris Removal Project
• Community creek clean-ups Sept. 18, November 21
• Removed trash from Sonoma Creek along Warm Springs 

Road
• Cleaned encampment at Lawndale Creek
• Currently planning 3 woody debris removal projects
• Considering use of highline cable system to protect banks
• Most projects will need to wait till after June 15 due to 

CDFW permit
• Currently we have spent about $10k of annual funding of 

$50k
• Trash and encampment cleanups are not specified in 

current contract, could be added in 2023.



Oct. 24 Storm Debris



October 24 2021 Storm at Nathanson Creek,
WPP Projects Phases 1 to 6

• Minimal damage to erosion control 
measures

• Very little woody debris in channel
• Banks overtopped at some locations
• Overflow channel worked well
• Minor damage to irrigation systems
• Bank erosion not extensive
• Sedges in channel protected bed from 

incision



• Nathanson Creek
WPP Phases 1 to 6



Photos taken October 29, 2021

Sedges and willows protecting the channel bed

Jute netting downstream of bridge



Potential future projects

• Sonoma Creek watershed Arundo removal
• Rogers Creek stewardship agreement with 

Creekside HOA



Potential future projects:

Invasive plants in Rogers Creek

Headcut and channel incision, Rogers Creek

Arundo 
infestation, 
Sonoma 
Creek



Zone 3A Annual Meeting
December 9, 2020

•Upper Nathanson Creek 
stormwater management 
feasibility study (SEC/PCI)

•Upper Sonoma Creek gravel 
translocation feasibility study 
(SEC/ESA)

Presenter #2: Steven Lee, SEC Senior Scientist and 
Research Program Manager



GIS analysis considerations:
•Slope
•Proximity to creeks
•Exclude existing infrastructure and 
buildings
•No great options for large, singular 
off channel flood detention project

Upper Nathanson Creek 
stormwater landscape 
analysis



Since last presentation

• New outreach yielded one landowner (Haywood) interested 
in issue and willing to explore possibilities for off channel 
detention, storm forecasted pond management and 
potential vineyard conversion

• Also, successful outreach to Sebastiani (Foley) land 
managers who were willing explore stormwater retention 
on vineyard areas and truck lot

   – Sebastiani winery is now closing with no further plans to 
      continue winery operations there

• Prunuske Chattem Inc brought on as partner for 
planning/feasibility









Upper Sonoma Creek Habitat Restoration Vision

Goal: Create a Restoration Vision and design a 
demonstration project to
•Improve Steelhead Habitat
•Slow Water
•Improve Water Quality
•Reduce Bank Erosion
•Improve Riparian Habitat

https://sonomaecologycenter.org/restorat
ion-vision/

Partner:  Environmental Science Associates

https://sonomaecologycenter.org/restoration-vision/
https://sonomaecologycenter.org/restoration-vision/








Comments? Questions? 
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